TRAINING AND WORKING
WITH A DEAF DOG
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Training a deaf dog is not only possible—it can be deeply rewarding. Deaf dogs are just as intelligent
and capable as hearing dogs. The key difference is how we communicate. By using positive
reinforcement and clear visual/tactile cues, you can build a strong bond and a well-trained
companion. Remember, since deaf dogs can’'t hear, they rely heavily on sight, touch, and smell.

Quick Principles to Remember
* Deaf dogs learn just as well as hearing dogs

* Use visual and tactile (sense of touch) cues instead of verbal
commands

Reward behaviors you want to see again

Be consistent and clear

Build trust first—skills second
Hand Signals (Replace Verbal Cues)
* Keep signals simple and distinct
® Use the same signal every time

* Make sure your dog is looking at you before cueing

® Use a ‘thumbs up’ instead of a clicker

MARYLAND SPCA
Behavior Department *g* trainer@mdspca.org *g* 410.235.8826 x1003 -\ mdspca.org g 410.235.8826

1869



TRAINING AND WORKING

WITH A DEAF DOG

GETTING YOURDOG'S ATTENTION

Safe Attention Getters: Common Mistakes to Avoid

* Light foot stomp (floor vibration) ¥ Punishing for “ignoring” you

* Gentle shoulder tap % Inconsistent hand signals

° Wave in peripheral vision % Using a shock collar since they can’t hear you
Safety Checklist % Off-leash in unsafe areas

* Use leash in unfenced areas Website for videos on training deaf dogs:

* Secure fencing at home https://www.kellerscause.com/with-a-deaf-dog

* ID tag stating “l am deaf”
® Practice strong visual recall

® Avoid off-leash near roads Dog
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Deaf dogs cannot hear: Tl‘al nin g i Wait  Lay Down
* Traffic Hand

® Verbal warnings

Signals

® Other dogs approaching Roll Over
Preventing Startle Responses
Deaf dogs may startle if touched unexpectedly.

To reduce this:

¢ Gently touch while awake with treat
® Pair touch with positive reinforcement

* Wake by tapping near them (not directly on
face
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